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Hello everyone,
Thank you for volunteering with Girlguiding Shropshire
and welcome to our 2022 County Handbook and
Directory. Inside you will find news of the planned events
for the coming year and all you need to know about the
County Team and key contacts.
As we continue to adapt to the ‘new normal’ through the ongoing Covid
pandemic, many of our units have begun the return to face to face guiding. I
know that in time I will look back on my term as County Commissioner and
reflect on the resilience and versatility that has characterised this period as
we have faced the challenges in our own ways and in the context of our own
personal lives. As always, the County Team are here to support you and to
help you in whatever way you need.
Through the lockdowns, our programme continued to adapt with members
taking part in many activities from their own homes each week. Across the
county we have celebrated volunteer long service and awards and the
achievement of Gold awards with our young members, conducted trainings
and zoomed the world at our Go Global event. The county meetings went
online and despite the steep learning curve I’m sure that we will continue to
use the benefits of technology to help us operate efficiently into the future.
In September 2021 we were finally able to come together as a county at two
outdoor events. Firstly at the ‘Shropshire All Aboard’ water activity day and
then at our ‘Together at Attingham’ event. It was a joy to see so many of
our members having fun outdoors and our young members taking part in a
variety of activities and challenging themselves.
The County Commissioners Challenge launched in June and I have had the
pleasure of visiting units and taking part in activities. Please keep the
invitations coming, it is my aim for my team to visit every unit in the county
by the end of 2022, and of course there is a special badge!
Yours in guiding,
Sarah.
County Commissioner.

Coming up in 2022….
The Big Quiz – 21st January 2022
Calling all volunteers…. join us for our virtual ‘Big
Girlguiding Shropshire quiz of the year’ from the comfort
of your own sofa. Register a team from your Unit, District
or Division or just come along and join in the fun! There
is a prize for the winning team 😊

Girlguiding Shropshire Memories
February 2022
Get involved with our Girlguiding Shropshire
community project to celebrate Thinking Day
2022. We want to hear your local stories about
guiding in your communities from 1910 right
through to 2022. Across the county we have
194 units and this is a great opportunity
to celebrate Girlguiding and forge connections in your local community.
Why not...collect memories and create a display in your library or a shop
window. Set up a local Facebook page or write an article for your local
paper or community magazine. Could you...interview someone who was a
Brownie or Guide and find out what they enjoyed about being part of our
organisation.

County residential - save the date 24th/25th Sept 2022
We are planning an overnight volunteers event, an opportunity to socialise
and learn new skills. Save the date – venue and price coming soon.

The Queen’s Jubilee, 4th June 2022
You are invited to join together to celebrate at our
special event to commemorate the occasion of our
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. The event will be held at
Blists Hill Museum site near Ironbridge on the 4th of June
2022, 10.00 am - 3.00 pm.
Units are invited to come along for the day, to join in with a range of selfguided activities, a county picnic and gather together with other members of
Girlguiding Shropshire to recognise this special achievement. More details to
follow.

Badges
Marion Wynn, County Badge Secretary

See the Girlguiding Shropshire website ‘Leaders Resources’ page for depot
information, current badge price list and county challenge packs & badges.

Girlguiding Shropshire Growth & Retention Challenge
Badge
Have you seen our county Growth and Retention Badge?
It is a 2-part badge, the centre represents retention and
outer circle represents growth. There are lots of
activities for units to do together or it can be done at
home. Why not have a go with your unit and help us
share the fantastic things we do with new members and
volunteers.

Shropshire Way Challenge Badge
The Shropshire Way Challenge is for members of Girlguiding Shropshire,
between us, to walk the entire length of the newly waymarked Shropshire
Way. You can do as much or little as you like, and all participants can gain a
badge for participating.
How do I take part?
Due to the pandemic we have extended the challenge until
Thinking Day 2023. Take a look at our website for more
details or contact Jo Revell our Walking Adviser for
support.
You will also find the details of lots of other challenges on the Girlguiding
Shropshire website:

Training Team
Clare Wassall, Training Team Coordinator

Our experienced trainers are here to support you to become confident in
delivering the programme and gaining the qualifications needed for your
role. We value your feedback so that we can design training to meet your
needs, please contact Clare by email to discuss further.

2022 Training Events
Please read the full booking conditions on the Girlguiding Shropshire website
for training and events. All face-to-face trainings are subject to latest
COVID19 guidance. Check the website for latest information.
EVENT
Saturday ‘book-in’

DATE(S)
More dates in
2022 check the
website

VENUE
County HQ
Donnington

County Training
Weekend-February

5/6th Feb 2022

County HQ
Donnington

SESSIONS
 E-learning support
 DBS checks
 Practical 1st
response
Safe Space, LQ, First
Response, Programme

Virtual First
Response
County Residential
Training

15/16th June 2022

Zoom session

Full training course

24/25 Sept 2022

Venue – to
be confirmed

County Training
Weekend-November

5/6th Nov 2022

County HQ
Donnington

Learn new skills,
socialise and have fun
with other volunteers
Safe Space, LQ, First
Response, Programme

Looking for a new volunteering opportunity?
Girlguiding Trainers are inspiring, qualified volunteers who facilitate and
deliver learning opportunities to enable our volunteers to feel motivated and
confident to deliver good guiding. Girlguiding Shropshire have an active
training team and are always looking for new volunteers who are interested
in becoming a trainer. Contact Clare if you would like to know more.

Leadership Qualifications
Pat Whitfield, LQ Coordinator

As our Leadership Qualification Coordinator Pat is here to help and support
Leaders in Training and our County Mentors. Girlguiding Shropshire is
committed to providing a rewarding experience for all volunteers and
ensuring that Leaders in Training can access the right training and resources
to help them achieve the Leadership Qualification.
Please get in touch with Pat if you have questions or need extra support with
the Leadership Qualification.

Leadership Mentors
Have you considered becoming a Leadership Mentor for volunteers
undertaking the Leadership Qualification?
Excellent mentor support can be given by those who have recently
completed the qualification or from those who have been guiding for a
longer period of time.
If you would like more details please contact Pat.

DBS
Girlguiding requires all volunteers to undertake a DBS check and subsequent
rechecks every five years. You will be notified by Girlguiding when your
recheck is due, please contact your local Commissioner who can support you
by allocating a designated verifier who will help you with your application.

1st Response
Every unit requires at least one volunteer who holds a 1st Response
qualification (or equivalent) to be present at every meeting. This is
renewable every 3 years and includes a training session and a practical. You
will receive a communication to let you know that you are due to renew 6
months in advance, please look ahead to ensure that your qualification is
renewed before it expires. Units are not able to meet without a volunteer
who holds a valid qualification.

A Safe Space
Catherine Coleman, Shropshire Safeguarding Adviser

Safeguarding support and advice is available to all of our volunteers within
Girlguiding Shropshire. Please don’t hesitate to contact me with any
questions or concerns.
We recognise the importance of supporting adult volunteers to create a Safe
Space for girls and adults and we are here to ensure that you are able to
access the necessary training. It is mandatory for all adult volunteers to
have completed the appropriate level of Safe Space Training in line with
our Girlguiding Safeguarding Policy.
Safe Space Level 1 and 2 training can be completed online on the Girlguiding
UK website. Please have your membership number to hand to ensure it is
recorded on your Go record. www.girlguiding.org.uk
Role Name in Unit Team

A Safe Space Level(s)
Level 1 and 2
Assistant Leader
Leader
Level 1 and 2
Leader in Training
Level 1 and 2
Unit Administrator
Level 1
Unit Helper
Level 1 and 2
Unit Treasurer
Level 1
Young External Volunteer
Level 1
Young Leader
Level 1 and 2
All units require at least one Leader at every unit meeting to
hold Safe Space Level 3

Outdoor Activities
Jeanette Price, Outdoor Activities Adviser

2022 Sunrise walk (aged14+)
Join us for a walk up the Wrekin to see the sunrise and
celebrate Thinking Day. Breakfast will be included.
Sunday 20th Feb 2022.
Contact Jo Revell jorevell1@icloud.com by 11th Feb
2022 to book a place.

Camp Permit Weekend – 10th-12th June 2022
An opportunity for Guides or Rangers to take her Patrol or group away
camping and gain the camp permit qualification.
Girls will be self-sufficient organising their own camp
and catering for themselves. There will be adult leaders
on site to support them if required. Girls undertaking
the camp permit qualification can invite family
members and their unit to join the campfire on Saturday evening. This event
will be held at Bickley Coppice, Shrewsbury.
Please contact Jeanette to book or for more details.

Staged Camp Badge Activity Day – 11th June 2022
Planning to get outdoors with your unit in 2022? Fancy a new challenge? Our
Girlguiding Shropshire Camp Challenge could be for you!
Join us a Bickley Coppice for a fun day out with your unit. Learn some new
skills and prepare to camp! With 4 stages, there is something for campers
with all levels of experience or complete beginners.

‘Going Away With’ and Outdoor Qualifications
If you are interested in undertaking your
‘Going Away With’ qualification or any other
adult outdoor qualification your Division
Outdoor Activity Adviser (OAA) is there to
support you and will arrange for a mentor to
guide and support you.
Division Outdoor Activity Adviser
Gemma Brown – Bridgnorth
Rhona Campbell - Ludlow
Helen Jackson - Oswestry
Andrea Dunn - Shrewsbury
Kerry Childs - Shropshire North
Dawn Sedgley – Telford South
Sarah Smith-Roe - Wrekin

Contact details
thehashbrowns@btinternet.com
rho-rho@hotmail.co.uk
h.ashdown@gmail.com
andrea.dunn@data-craft.co.uk
kerrychilds@hotmail.co.uk
sedgleyd@yahoo.co.uk
s_l_roe@yahoo.co.uk

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award
Gemma Ireland, Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Adviser

Midlands Region DofE Gold Award level Expedition Training Weekend
Provisional dates are 19th–22nd April 2022 at Rowan in North Wales. Also open
to Queens Guide candidates.
DofE Leaders, Supervisors and Assessors County Day 19th or 27th March 2022.
Unknown venue as yet. Date TBC. Subject to Covid19.
DofE Expedition Training for Shropshire Bronze & Silver Award level
candidates. October 2022. Unknown venue as yet. Date TBC. Subject to
Covid19.
DofE Midlands Region training for DofE Expedition Supervisors (a one-day
course). Subject to Region requirements. Date to be determined, likely to be
in February or March 2022 subject to Covid19.
DofE Midlands Region training for DofE Expedition Assessors (a one-day
course). Subject to Region requirements. Date to be determined, likely to be
in February or March 2022 subject to Covid19

Lyneal Activity Centre
Lyneal Activity Centre, Newton
Ellesmere, Lyneal, Shropshire SY12 0QQ.
www.lynealactivitycentre.org.uk
The Old School, Lyneal is owned by
Girlguiding Shropshire and has been
converted into a residential centre. Fully
equipped for 24 people, the venue is
suitable for groups of all ages.
Situated in the north of the county and set in countryside, Lyneal is
about 30-minutes north of Shrewsbury by car. Lyneal has a variety of
readymade activities and games and there is plenty of
space to hold your own programme of activities indoors.
The surrounding area is suitable for walking and outdoor
activities. Water activities are available at the nearby
Lyneal Trust Canal Boats, Colemere and Whitemere.
The town of Ellesmere is 3¼ miles away and can be reached on foot
via the canal, which is also on The Shropshire Way, an ideal way to
gain your Girlguiding Shropshire Way Challenge Badge.
The building is selfcontained and fully
equipped and the ground
floor is fully accessible
including sleeping and
bathrooms. Wi-Fi, a smart
TV, and DVD player are also
available. We have recently
installed a new central
heating system.
Lyneal is available to hire, from evening or day bookings to overnight
events and holidays. Lyneal is a flexible space for all your guiding
activities.
For more information please contact the Booking Secretary,
Mary Howard

Wider Opportunities
Karen Townend
Wider Opportunities Team Lead

A wide range of further opportunities are available for
young women aged 14 to 30, please support the promotion of these
opportunities with your Young Leaders, Rangers and Young Adult
Leaders.

Rangers
Shell Pound
Ranger Lead Volunteer

Hello! My name is Shell and I am the Ranger Lead
Volunteer for Girlguiding Shropshire. This is a new role in the County
Team and my aim is to provide support for Rangers across Shropshire
and to ensure opportunities are promoted in the county.
Our plans for 2021/22 include:



A new Ranger Council (name to be decided!) to plan and lead
events for Rangers across the county
Regular social days/residential opportunities for Rangers

How can you help?
Within your Ranger Unit you may have members who would be keen to
get involved in the Ranger Council, please discuss this with them and
contact me to let me know so that we can
include them in our plans.
If you are happy for me to come along to one
of your Ranger meetings please let me know
as it would be great to meet you all!

Young Leaders
Sophie Bayliss
Young Leader Coordinator

Young Leaders are important members of our unit team. As Young
Leader Coordinator I want to create a platform for our Young Leaders
where they can interact with each other and find out about
opportunities in Girlguiding to grow and develop in their role and
beyond.
I am here for help and advice with opportunities and as a point of
contact to organise events and meet ups.
If you are currently working on your Young Leader qualification or
would like to know more about becoming a Young Leader please get
in touch!

Queens Guide Support
Megan Phillips
Queen’s Guide Coordinator

What is the Queen’s Guide Award?
The Queens Guide award is a challenging programme of excursions,
outdoor adventure and community action. It gives members aged 1625 the chance to develop skills, whilst contributing to guiding and the
local community at an impressive level. Leaders are encouraged to
support Young Leaders and Rangers to learn more about this award.
The award is based on the concepts of personal challenge and
participation and is split into five sections.
Contact Megan to find out more.

Girlguiding Inspire
Laura Kate Brumfitt
Inspire Coordinator

What is Inspire?
Members aged 18 to 30 can choose from a wide range of opportunities
which fit into seven themed pathways. You can follow one or more of
the pathways and join together to socialise.
Whether you are looking for adventure, to travel the world, build
your skills or simply have fun with new friends, there is a place in
Girlguiding for you. Contact Laura or follow our Facebook page:
Girlguiding Shropshire Inspire.

Inspire residential – date to be confirmed
Join us for an overnight event at Lyneal Activity Centre, in Shropshire
-exclusively for the Inspire age group. The event will be advertised in
the New Year, date and price to be confirmed.
Would you like to be an ‘Inspire’ representative for your Division so
that we can form a group to help plan the events? If so please
contact Laura.

International Opportunities
Kat Leeming, County International Adviser

Are you 18+ and interested in an international adventure? Please get
in touch with Kat for more information. If you are a leader
considering taking girls on an international event please contact Kat
before you submit your Residential Event Notification and
Approval form (REN).

Peer Education
Sarah Wills, Peer Education Coordinator

What is Peer Education?
Peer educators are 14 to 25 year olds who help Brownies, Guides and
Rangers explore important topics. As young people, they use their
own experience to bring the subject to life. Peer educators run safe,
fun and challenging sessions which are developed with expert
partners.
Becoming a Peer Educator is a fantastic way to develop leadership
skills and an important way to reach out to support young girls. If you
are interested in becoming a Peer Educator please contact Sarah.

Think Resilient

Free Being Me

Breaking Free

Gives girls the tools to
Grows girls' body
Gives girls the tools to
build their mental
confidence and selfchallenge gender
well-being.
esteem. Developed
stereotypes.
Developed with Young with WAGGGS and the Developed with expert
Minds
Dove Self-Esteem
academics, CEOs, and
Project.
charities.

County Meeting dates
Executive Committee
Risk Governance Committee
Finance Committee

9th March 1st June 21st Sept 30th Nov
17th Feb 18th May 12th Oct
2nd Feb 11th May 2nd Nov

Awards Committee

3rd Feb TBC

Merchandise
Girlguiding Shropshire sell a range of
embroidered polo shirts, sweatshirts and
name badges, hoodies, zipped hoodies, pens,
pencils, thermal mugs and notepads.
If you would like to order anything, please look at the
website. www.girlguidingshropshire.org.uk/leaders/

The Trefoil Guild (Guiding for adults)
Trefoil Guild is a branch of Girlguiding. Many
members pass on their skills and knowledge to local
guiding units. Shropshire has Guilds in Shrewsbury,
Ludlow, Craven Arms, Oswestry, Market Drayton,
Madeley, Shifnal, Newport, Whitchurch and a Postal
Guild for members who cannot get to meetings.
www.girlguidingshropshire.org.uk/why-join-us/the-trefoil-guild

Do you need PR support for an event?
Our PR team are happy to support and advise you. We have a range of
PR materials, stored at the county office, available to use at local
events to promote Girlguiding.
Contact the team by email at pr@girlguidingshropshire.org.uk
We would also love to share your events and activities via our social
media – please send them to the team.
County Website: www.girlguidingshropshire.org.uk
Facebook Page: Girlguiding Shropshire
Twitter: @GGShropshire
Instagram: @girlguidingshropshire
To contact other members of Girlguiding Shropshire
use the directory in GO
County HQ: Girlguiding Shropshire. Suites 3 & 4, Conwy House, St
Georges Court, Donnington, Telford TF2 7BF

